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Director Development Shorts 
 

Thoughts From A New Member 
(ABC DDS No.: 0113) 

 
Overview 
 
In addition to referrals, there is at least one other reason why members remain involved. 
 
Discussion 
 
Individuals certainly join AmSpirit Business Connections for referrals. However, they also 
become involved for fellowship – for that opportunity to develop a connection with other 
similarly situated entrepreneurs, sales representatives, and professionals. 
 
Unfortunately, however, far too often our newer members do not stay long enough to realize the 
full potential of AmSpirit Business Connections. Why? Because the fellowship they seek is 
lacking (and in the early stages of membership where referrals are generally not plentiful, this is 
all they would have to justify their involvement). 
 
In the book The Fine Art of Small Talk, author Debra Fine addresses this situation and in so 
doing provides a poem from an unknown author titled: 
 

Thoughts From A New Member 
 

I see you at the meetings, 
but you never say hello. 

 
You’re busy all the time you’re there 

with those you really know. 
 

I sit among the members, 
yet I’m a lonely gal. 

 
The new ones feel as strange as I; 

the old ones pass us by. 
 

Darn it, you folks urged us to join 
and talked of fellowship, 
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You could just cross the room, you know, 
but you never make the trip. 

 
Can’t you just nod your head and smile 

or stop and shake a hand, 
 

Then go sit among your friends? 
Now that I’d understand. 

 
I’ll be at your next meeting, 
and hope that you will spend 

 
The time to introduce yourself, 

I joined to be your friend. 
 

The point is that our new members are longing for a connection. In addition to referrals, we need 
to endeavor to provide it, as well as encourage others to do the same. 
 
 


